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Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Schiff 

Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 

Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—18 

Bono 
Capuano 
Carson 
Cubin 
Doyle 
Fortuño 

Hinojosa 
Jindal 
Kilpatrick 
Kucinich 
Linder 
Mack 

Moran (VA) 
Oberstar 
Paul 
Ruppersberger 
Saxton 
Weller 

b 1431 

Messrs. KELLER of Florida, 
SHULER, ROGERS of Alabama, DAVIS 
of Alabama, FARR, CARNEY, MCIN-
TYRE, COHEN, SPRATT, RAHALL 
and Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas changed 
their vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Mr. FRANK OF Massachusetts. Mr. 

Chairman, I move that the Committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker having assumed the 
chair, Mr. CARDOZA, Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 3915) to amend the 
Truth in Lending Act to reform con-
sumer mortgage practices and provide 
accountability for such practices, to 
establish licensing and registration re-
quirements for residential mortgage 
originators, to provide certain min-
imum standards for consumer mort-
gage loans, and for other purposes, had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

FAREWELL REMARKS OF THE 
HONORABLE DENNIS J. 
HASTERT, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 
the distinguished Speaker of the 
House, DENNIS HASTERT of Illinois. 

Mr. HASTERT. Madam Speaker, as 
Members of Congress, we are not here 
just to vote, but to speak; to give voice 
on this floor to the aspirations of our 
constituents, so this place where we 
speak, the Well of the House, is very 
special to me. 

When I was a freshman Congressman 
in 1987, I delivered my first remarks 
from this podium. Twelve years later, 
on January 6, 1999, when I was first 
sworn in as Speaker, I made my accept-
ance speech from here as well. I ex-

plained at the time that I was breaking 
the tradition of the Speaker by making 
my acceptance remarks not from the 
Speaker’s chair, because my legislative 
home is here on the floor, with you, 
and so is my heart. 

Well, my heart is still here, and al-
ways will be. But the Bible reminds us 
in the book of Ecclesiastes, ‘‘To every-
thing there is a season; a time for 
every purpose under heaven.’’ I think 
that pretty much sums up our exist-
ence in this place. 

So now, after 21 years serving the 
people of Illinois in this House, the 
time has come for me to make my last 
speech from this podium. Our Founding 
Fathers envisioned a citizen legisla-
ture, and it is time for this legislator 
to return to being a private citizen. 

Madam Speaker, when I was re-
elected as Speaker of this House in 
January of 2003, I was able to congratu-
late you on being the first woman to be 
nominated as Speaker. Just four short 
years later, you surpassed that 
achievement and became the first 
woman elected as Speaker. And I have 
to admit that as we went into that 2006 
election, I was hoping that you would 
put off that achievement just a little 
bit longer. I think all of us in this 
House, regardless of party or our affili-
ation, were proud to be serving when 
that glass ceiling was shattered. 

I would also like to thank you, 
Madam Speaker, for the many cour-
tesies that you have shown me as a 
former Speaker of this House during 
the past year, including the oppor-
tunity to formally say good-bye to all 
of my colleagues here today. 

I will get myself into trouble if I 
start singling out Members in these re-
marks. I owe so much to so many of 
you; for your friendship, for the many 
things you have taught me, and for 
your support during some very difficult 
days, such as the aftermath of 9/11 
when I became a wartime Speaker. 

But I would be remiss if I did not ex-
tend a heartfelt ‘‘thank you’’ to my 
colleagues and former colleagues in the 
Illinois congressional delegation and 
my freshman class of 1986. We have ac-
complished much working together. 

I also want to thank my leader, the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) 
and his fellow Republican leaders, who 
head a vibrant minority, the largest 
Republican minority since 1955, a mi-
nority that is demonstrating to the 
country that it should, and I think 
will, lead this House yet again some 
day. 

I also want to thank the chairman of 
the Energy and Commerce Committee, 
the dean of this House, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) who for 
four times administered to me the 
Oath of Office as Speaker. You, Chair-
man DINGELL, and our Republican lead-
er on the committee, Mr. BARTON, wel-
comed me home to the committee. I 
have enjoyed working this past year as 
we have tried to tackle some of the 
most important issues that face our 
Nation, such as energy security, health 

care and telecommunications, and for 
that I thank both of you gentlemen. 

More than 25 years ago when I en-
tered politics, I never envisioned that 
this former teacher and wrestling 
coach from Kendall County, Illinois, 
would have the opportunity to lead the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. It was you, the Members of this 
House, who gave me that opportunity 
longer than any other member of my 
party in history, and I am grateful to 
you. 

Becoming Speaker was a very hum-
bling experience, an opportunity that 
only 51 men and one woman have ever 
had since 1789. I suspect that sitting 
here in this Chamber are several men 
and women who will some day have the 
honor to be Speaker of this House. But 
whether that honor comes your way or 
not, you are already the trustee of one 
of the most wonderful jobs that anyone 
wanting to serve their country can 
have. You are a Member of the United 
States House of Representatives, en-
trusted by more than 700,000 people, 
citizens, to represent them. 

Eleven times the voters of the 14th 
District of Illinois hired me as their 
representative. It has been a journey 
that we have traveled together, and 
every year brought new challenges. I 
am proud of so many of the things that 
I was able to work on over those years, 
working to make health care more af-
fordable and accessible by creating tax- 
free Health Savings Accounts; deliv-
ering on long-awaited prescription drug 
coverage for seniors, while at the same 
time modernizing Medicare for the 21st 
century; passing two of the largest tax 
relief packages for working Americans 
in our Nation’s history, which encour-
aged Americans to invest and small 
businesses to grow and to create new 
jobs; and reducing the unfair Social Se-
curity earnings limit on our senior 
citizens that needed to work. 

Back home in Illinois, I was proud to 
work on environmental issues, like the 
removal of the dangerous thorium 
tailings from West Chicago, Illinois, 
and preserving the vital drinking water 
supply of the people of the Fox Valley. 

But ultimately, the most important 
responsibility for any of us that serve 
this House is to provide for the defense 
of our Nation. It is our most solemn 
obligation. 

On September 11, 2001, I became a 
wartime Speaker, and together we be-
came a wartime Congress. On that dark 
day, our Congress was united. We were 
not Republicans or Democrats; we were 
just Americans. We stood shoulder to 
shoulder on the steps of this Capitol 
and vowed to do whatever was nec-
essary. 

In the following days and weeks and 
months, President Bush, Leader Gep-
hardt and I worked together. We tried 
to bind the wounds of those victimized 
by the attacks, and then made sure 
that it would never happen again. We 
demanded that our intelligence agen-
cies do a better job of sharing informa-
tion. We gave law enforcement more ef-
fective tools and resources to guard 
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